
Next notice the way the rope goes
through the cord guide itself. It can
go either way, but the way it’s 
threaded will determine which hand
you will use to do the actual winding.

Some users who are more right or
left handed have found it most
comfortable to use the reel with
that particular hand winding the
red handle.

The reel comes wound for those of
us who prefer right handed winding.
See what feels right for you as you
use it. The FreeReel is really quite
versitile, so you may wish to 
experiment to see which way you
prefer.

“Male ends”
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We are Martin Product Design.
We see opportunity everywhere to 
make the world more accessable 
and functional. We are driven - to 
find a way, fill a need, make life better,
for all of us.

We think it all begins with Design.
Our diverse team combines experience with user-inspired 
creativity to produce the intelligence defining our products. 
Surprising and delightful user experiences are 
our reward
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FreeReel Manual

Unpack and Assemble the FreeReel

Check out the FreeReel

Unwinding from the FreeReel

Winding Cords and Hoses with 
the FreeReel

Now You’re Ready to Wind Up

If You Purchased the Pro Package or Wall 
Mount  Bracket, You will Need to Mount this

We find this to be the easiest for
 most winding

To Allow the FreeReel to Securely Store all Cords and Hoses 
the Unit Needs to be Securely Mounted to the Wall.

FreeReel Parts

We are excited that you have chosen the FreeReel! This QR code will 
link you to video guides that will help you get an easy start to using 
your new FreeReel.

If you have any questions or 
comments we would love to hear 
from you.

Please contact us at:
liam.martin@martinproductdesign.com
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The FreeReel is shipped in 2 pieces, the FreeReel Cassette,
and the Cord Guide and Arm Assembly.

It’s easy to assemble these, in fact if you have multiple
cassettes for storing multiple cords and hoses you can
do this often. It only takes a few seconds.

1. Position the hub of the Control Arm over the bearing 
    in the center of the reel as shown.

2. Use the Blue Control Handle to screw the Control Arm onto the reel
    bearing. You will need to align the 3 tabs on the bearing with the arm 
    holes. this should only be hand tight.Tightening it further will not affect 
    the bearing friction, this is done by adjusting the Nylock nut on the back 
    cover.

1. Cord Guide and Control Arm
2. FreeReel Cassette
3. Blue Control Handle
4. Red Winding Handle
5. Rotating Cord Guide & Handle
6. Non-Rotating Cord Guide
7. Wall Storage Mount (Optional)
8. Elastic Cord End Capture Loop

Some FreeReels may come with a short section of parachute cord for
demonstration purposes.

If you have one of these reels notice the way we have wound the cord around the 
winding posts on the Back Cover. If you follow this figure 8 system for wrapping
the tail of your cord you will have an extra 5 feet (or so) of your cord free on the 
end of the reel. This is very useful because this end can then be plugged into an 
outlet or compressor depending on what you are using, without having to unwind
the entire reel.

At MPD, we each have our favorite way to use the FreeReel, so be sure to check
out our videos to see them all and find what works best for you.

It’s important to keep in mind which end of the cord or hose will be on which end 
of the reel. A lot of people choose to have the “wall connection” end of the cord to
be on the inside. In other words, the wall connection (usually the male end) is the 
side of the cord or hose that you start winding first, and position the end under the 
          elastic loop on the back cover.

Untape the end of the cord from the cord guide and fasten it to something
sturdy in your work area. This can be a door knob, a compressor, or just
about anything that will anchor it from movement as it gets tugged on.

Then simply grab the handle on the Rotating Cord Guide, as shown, and
just walk away. The Cassette will rotate as the material unwinds as you walk,
showing you how easy it is to do what we call the “Just Walk Away” 
maneuver. 

This is one typical way to unwind your cord or hose:

1. Start in the area you will be working in,
2. Fix the female end of your cord or hose so it wont move,
3. Walk back to your compressor or power outlet, unwinding
    as you go,
4. Set the reel on the ground, unwrap the cord or hose from the Back Cover,
5. The connect to your compressor or outlet!

The reel can stay on the ground ready to reel back up when you are finished.

To wind a cord or hose on the reel it is important to always start with the
correct end of the cord or hose on the inside of the reel. Some of us start
with the “male end” so we can end up with the female end at our workspace.

Thread this end through the Cord Guide as shown in the next figure for right hand
opperation, and the reverse for left handed. Wind the cord around to the Back
Cover, around the winding posts once or twice as shown, and then insert the end 
through the elastic loop at position 2.

There are a couple of ways to rewind cords and hoses with the FreeReel.

They are basically just different places to grip with your holding and winding
hands. The goal is to allow you to position the Cord Guide in the position you 
find easiest to rewind with. The reel stays in the position shown, and the 
different positions are with the Cord Guide and Control Arm rotated around its
axis. 

Your winding hand will always be turning the Red Winding Handle on the
Back Cover.

Try a couple of different hand arrangements for the jobs you do most often.
This will help you determine the way that fits you best. Watching the videos
is a great way to get started.

For this Installation you will need to use the
following tools:

- Stud Finder to locate the wall studs to
   support the FreeReel’s Wall Mount

- Power Drill with an appropriate sized bit to
   drill a pilot hole for the 2 lag bolts you have
   chosen, and Safety Glasses, of course!

- 2 Lag Bolts (not supplied) to match the studs you
   have chosen for your supports

- Socket or other wrench to screw in your lag bolts

Flip the reel to the position shown
and position the Cord Guide on
your hip as shown. Grab the Blue
Crank Arm Handle with one hand,
the Red Winding Handle on the Back
Cover with the other hand.

As you wind up, the cord will be 
coming up from the ground and
onto the reel. It always works 
best to walk towards the cord as 
you rewind it. This prevents the 
cord from dragging along the ground 
and picking up a bit of everything 
along its path.

- Find a secure place to screw the Wall Storage Mount into. In most cases this
   will be a wall stud, although you may choose to mount this to a work cart,
   or something unique to your working situation.

- After locating the stud you want to use with your stud finder, you can
   use the bracket itself to layout the holes you will need to drill to mount
   the bracket to the wall. You will need to get the proper lag bolts to mount
   the bracket, based on your chosen location. For wood studs we recommend
   2-3” lag bolts. Drill an appropriately sized pilot hole into your stud at the 
   points you have marked out earlier. Next just bolt the wall mount onto the 
   wall.

- Next, mount the reel, with the Blue handle facing outward and the Red handle
   facing the wall. Make sure you have the FreeReel oriented with the top side up.
   You can tell this by the orientation of the lettering on the Front Cover, which 
   should be facing you. We find the easist way to mount the reel to be to first align
   the Red Handle on the Back Cover with the slot on the Wall Mount. With this, and
   the wall as a guide you can easily slide the flanges of the Back Cover down and
            into the slots of the Wall Mount.
   

Your New FreeReel is warranted to be free from defects in materials 
and workmanship for five years. If you ever have trouble just let us know.

While the unit is strong, it can be broken with excessive impact force, So 
treat it like you do you other tools and it will work great for a long time for you.

If you use the reel outside in muddy conditions it makes sense to keep dirt and 
mud away from the bearing surfaces. Soap and water is a good way to clean
the FreeReel. The use of a pressure washer might force dirt into the bearings.

If the Crank Arm ever becomes too loose or tight, you can adjust it by tightening
or loosening the Nylock nut in the center of the back cover.
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